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Thanks to the efforts of club member Gene Anastasi we are helping
a group of engineering students from UC Riverside prepare to enter in an
international college level engineering competition called the Student Unmanned Aerial System (SUAS). The team is composed of both Mechanical
and Electrical Engineering students and they get additional support from
the Computer Sciences Department. The first phase of the competition
requires the building and flying of an RC airplane capable of flying a predetermined route between a series of way points. In a second phase of
the competition, the plane must enter an area and autonomously search
for and identify targets by alpha-numeric symbol, shape, color, and then
report the GPS coordinates of these targets.
The group photo (on the cover) shows some of the team members
with Gene in the middle and fellow club member Mike Alexander on the
left. The yellow plane in the foreground is Mike’s “stick” that was being
used as a trainer plane. The Senior Telemaster shown in the photo above
has been built by the group to be the flying test bed for the electronic
equipment. The students must now learn to fly it and that is where Gene
comes in. He has been advising the group and has recently been giving
them flying lessons at the Norton field.

The photo above shows Gene on the buddy box with one of the
students. All student pilots are joining the AMA. The Telemaster is yet
to fly and it will be powered by an Eflite 160 motor. To achieve the required 40 minute flight time they believe they will have to use four 10
cell 4000 mah Lipo batteries. Airplane weight will be in the 17 to 18
pound range. Only flight training and basic airplane checkout will be
done at the Norton field. The actual competition and all autonomous
flight will be done at an outlying airfield of the Patuxent River Naval Air
Station in Maryland. This project is a great opportunity for the PVMAC to
support a very worthy effort. It is also very satisfying for some of us
“experienced” flyer to be able to introduce these future engineers to the
joys and challenges of RC flying.
By Paul Smith

Norton Notes
By Paul Smith

Dan Miller is one flyer who takes advantage of the great variety of
foamy electrics on the market. This picture shows just the part of his
collection that he brought to the field one day in February. He did the
maiden flight on the big ME 262 the day before and I’m sorry I missed it.
He inadvertently did a loop immediately after takeoff but remained calm
and turned it into a successful flight. The 262 is by Dynam models, has a
span of 1500 mm and the fans are 70 mm. It uses 14v 4500 mah batteries. The A-10 in the picture is also by Dynam while the Mosquito, the T28, and the Habu are from Horizon. Keep those new planes coming, Dan.
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Norton Field Cleanup
We held a cleanup of the Norton Field on Saturday, March 15th
and the usual gang turned out to pitch in. The 7:00 to 9:00 AM session produced a very good looking field with no weeds to bother
even the smallest planes. Many thanks to these guys shown in the
photo: Tom Overstreet, Ed Cooper, Dan Miller, Dave Clavell, Chuck
Neal, Jim Layes, Hugo Rodriguez, Manny Cota, Stan Wagner, Don
Thurber, and Keith Sayer. Stan was prepared with a grill and food for
lunch but the wind didn’t cooperate and cancelled any hope of flying
just as we finished the cleanup. What do we do when we can’t get
off the ground? We gather round the coffee and doughnuts and
“hanger fly” where the planes are all shiny and the pilots are brave
and the landings never bounce! Thanks guys.

The John W. Kalusa Miniature
Aircraft Collection
The Collection:
The world’s largest to-scale collection of miniature airplane models is
housed in the library of Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University in Prescott, AZ.
The Kalusa Collection is comprised of over 5,829 pre-flight, private, commercial, military and rocket aircraft models.

Creation of the Models:
Mr. Kalusa painstakingly carved each aircraft out of balsa wood, using a
razor blade. The models are built to a 1/18 inch-to-foot scale. Consistent use
of this scale provides all aircraft in the collection with accurate size relations to
one another. Each model is painted with the detailed markings characteristic of
the aircraft. This required a steady hand because many of the planes have
wingspans of less than 2 inches. Most of his creations are airplanes, ranging
from biplanes to bombers to delta-winged jets. But there also are hot-air balloons, rockets, experimental flying devices and helicopters.

.

Biography:
Mr. John W Kalusa handcrafted the collection over much of his life. In 1936, at
the age of 14, he started making World War I models for a battle game. After
serving as an aerial photographer and mechanic in World War II, Mr. Kalusa resumed his hobby. Once retired as a purchasing agent with Rockadyne, Mr. Kalusa carved and painted an average of two model aircraft a week at his home in
Mesa, AZ. Mr. Kalusa passed away on February 17, 2003.

Guinness World Records:
In 2003 the Kalusa Miniature Aircraft Collection was inducted in the Guinness
World Records for the largest collection of handmade airplanes in the world.

PVMAC Upcoming Events









June 21-22 - Southern California Scale
Squadron
Prado Airpark - Chino CA
October 4 - Classic Pattern Contest
Prado Airpark - Chino CA
October 24-26 - BIG JOLT West Coast RC
Electric Event
Prado Airpark - Chino CA
December 7 - Toys for TOTS Fun Fly & Swap
Meet
Prado Airpark - Chino CA

RV camping is available at all events - $10 per night in
advance. Proceeds go to the Parks Department.

Wear Your Badges!
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A reminder that all PVMAC members must wear there
membership badges at all times while at the flying field.
This is the only way that guest flyers can be identified and
visitor fees collected, and how we can ensure that
membership renewal fees have been received. It is also the
way we can ensure that paid members are allowed to enjoy
club privileges, so please wear your badges!
Remember that all flyers are required
to have an ABC rated fire extinguisher in their pit area. This rule is to
protect our field and our members.
As we are flying on leased land, one
mishap could potentially cost us our
lease. Fire extinguishers are available for purchase for a reasonable
price at Costco stores.

Club Meetings !
Don’t miss out...Come join the fun!
$285 cash is raffled off at each club meeting!
Meetings are held the second Tuesday
of each month at 7pm
Chino Community Building
5443 "B" Street in Chino

