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NMPRA/AMA Two Pylon Course for EF1-T28s,
Foam Warbirds and Quickie 424 Class Racing

Norton Pylon Race by Paul Smith
The pylon race at the Norton field on Saturday, the 28th was the first one
held there in about 15 years. Many of our fliers had never seen such an event
and that drew a lot of spectators. I think they found it interesting and exciting.
We had twelve people enter with eight of them participating in the EF1 class
and six in the 424 event. Dave Gavin, the contest director, put in great effort to
make it all work, considering that he was on crutches. It took as many volunteer helpers to run the event as there were fliers and I thank all who served as
pylon judges, lap counters, and scorers. Fortunately we had prizes donated by
Hobby Club USA, Pegasus Hobbies, and Hobby People for the pilots and for the
helpers. These were awarded by a drawing for each group. The only disappointment was that there were only two entries in the Parkzone event. The two
T-28 flew as a demonstration event with no prizes awarded.The first three
place winners in each class were as follows. In EF1 they were Troy Peterson,
Larry Stotts, and John Reid with Troy also taking home the gold medal for the
fastest time. In 424 the first three were Pietro Palumbo, Lee VonDerHey, and
Larry Stotts. Pietro also took the prize for fastest time in that class.

Cleanup day at Norton by Paul Smith
To make the field ready for the pylon race on July 28, we held a
cleanup day the Saturday, the 21st. The field now looks better than it ever
has and we owe a big thank you to all who participated. First and foremost
thanks to Thom Henry. He is the guy who doesn’t fly but is the first to volunteer. He was there at 6:30 with his pickup and ready to haul the multiple
loads of tumbleweed etc to the dump. He even brought water and Gatorade for all. Jim Layes was also and early bird and we owe him an extra
thanks for replacing the asphalt ramps that keep us from tearing off landing gear on the flanges of our “flag poles”. Hugo Rodriguez was out early
with the shovel and rake and was joined by Marty Nelson, Gerry White,
Ken Jones, Roy Beck, Keith Sayre, Bill Swing, Mike Kimbro, Chris Gautier,
Chuck Neal and Josef Kahmo. My apologies to any I missed in this list.

New QR Codes in Newsletter!

Try it out! Scan code to
view club website.

This issue of the newsletter
will be first to include QR
codes. QR stands for quick
response. These codes can
be quickly scanned using a
smartphone app. The free inigma app works great if
you don't already have a QR
scanner. Once scanned, a
video or website relating to
the article will appear.

Club Meetings !
Don’t miss out...Come join the fun!
Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month,
at the Chino Community Building
5443 "B" Street in Chino

1 of 3 Packard Engine Articles submitted by Wallace Henrie

Nitroplanes films video for the
new Dynam F4U Corsair at Prado!

Scan QR code to view video!

Fly the pattern! by Nick Kearney
I recently was browsing youtube videos when
I came across a video titled “Last Flight of Kevin's
YAK-54”. In the video a yak-54 is hovering
above the runway when a habu jet collides with
the yak’s tail section . The video is a great example of what can happen if you don’t fly the pattern.
Scan QR code to view video!
Crash happens 56 seconds
into the video.

Apollo 12 SCE to AUX
While much has been documented about the Apollo 13 mission into space, the
Apollo 12 mission also experienced a close call. Here’s an excerpt of the story (taken from
Wikipedia.org) explaining the quick thinking it took to avoid disaster.
“When Apollo 12 launched on November 14, 1969, John Aaron was on shift. Thirtysix seconds after liftoff, the spacecraft was struck by lightning, causing a power surge. Instruments began to malfunction, communications dropped out, and telemetry data became
nonsensical. The flight director, Gerry Griffin, expected that he would have to abort the
mission. However, Aaron realized that he had previously seen this odd pattern of telemetry.
A year before the flight, Aaron had been observing a test at Kennedy Space Center
when he had noticed some unusual telemetry readings. On his own initiative, he traced this
anomaly back to the obscure Signal Conditioning Equipment (SCE) system, and became
one of the few flight controllers who was familiar with the system and its operations. In the
case that first drew his attention to the system, normal readings could have been restored
by putting the SCE on its auxiliary setting, which meant that it would run even under lowvoltage conditions.
Aaron surmised that this setting would also return the Apollo 12 telemetry to normal.
When he made the recommendation, "Flight, try SCE to 'Aux'", most of his mission control
colleagues had no idea what he was talking about. Both the flight director and the CapCom
asked him to repeat the recommendation. Pete Conrad’s response to the order was, "What
the hell is that?" Fortunately Alan Bean was familiar with the location of the SCE switch inside the capsule, and flipped it to auxiliary. Telemetry was immediately restored, allowing
the mission to continue. This call earned Aaron the lasting respect of his colleagues, who
declared that he was a "steely-eyed missile man", the absolute highest of NASA compliments.”
Cited from: John Aaron.(2012,August6).In Wikipedia,The Free Encyclopedia.Retrieved 18:16,August7,2012, from
http://en.wikipedia.org/w/index.php?title=John_Aaron&oldid=506099544

Next time you are having problems at the field,
try SCE to AUX.

Scan QR code to watch
A clip from “Failure is not an
option” Which includes an
interview with John Aaron.

PVMAC Upcoming Events






October 5-7, 2012 PVMAC Wings over Chino (All aircraft,
mostly scale) Prado Airpark - Chino, CA.
Just Added! -November 17, 2012 Saturday NMPRA/
AMA two Pylon course for EF1-T28s, Foam Warbirds
and Quickie 424 Class Racing. (Note: Possibly a three
pylon course if possible, not confirmed) Prado Airpark Chino, CA.
December 9, 2012 - PVMAC Toys for TOTS & Swap Meet
Prado Airpark - Chino, CA.

Focus On Safety
By Tom Marcure

You only have to step outside for a second to notice that we
are in the hot and dry season. Of course we all know what that
means… It’s also fire season.
Recently three fields in the greater Southern California area
have been shut down due to fires created by crashed model airplanes. Camarillo is
#1 on this list. The Condors Club has permanently lost their field after their last recent fire. Hemet field has been temporarily closed down twice in the last six months
due to fires caused by model aircraft. Third, the Apollo field was also temporarily
closed due to a recent fire.
Here are a few ideas to keep this from happening at Norton or Prado.
1) Everyone should have a fire extinguisher in his pit area. The more extinguishers
we have on site, but the better off we are.
2) Perform regular maintenance and safety checks on all the aircraft you fly. An
aircraft that makes it back to the runway is a lot less likely to start a fire than one
that crashes in the dry brush because of poor maintenance.
3) Charge your LIPO batteries in a fire safe container. I see lots of members
charging their LIPO batteries under the hood of their car. Although I have never
seen a car burn because of this, I have heard many stories of it happening.
4) Most importantly, if your aircraft crashes out in the dry brush, don’t spend twenty
minutes discussing the cause with your buddies. Get to your aircraft as soon as
possible and take your fire extinguisher with you.
You can never cover every contingency, however many disasters are avoidable.
Let’s all do our part to keep Prado and Norton open for many years to come.
Remember what Smoky the Bear says – “Only you can prevent aircraft fires
and field closures”. He might have actually said that a little bit differently, but I am
sure that is what he meant.
Be safe and have fun.

