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LARGE MODEL AIPLANE CERTIFICATION
By Lonnie Morrison
For those of you interested in building a large aircraft over 55 pounds, these are the AMA requirements for certification.
Large Model Airplanes (LMA) are classified as follows:
1. LMA-1 are all non-turbine powered model airplanes weighing 55 pounds to 77.2 pounds,
with fuel, ready to fly.
2. LTMA-1 are turbine-powered model airplanes weighting 55 pounds to 77.2 pounds with
fuel, ready to fly.
3. LMA-2 are all not-turbine powered model airplanes weighing 77.3 pounds to 125 pounds,
with fuel, ready to fly.
4. LTMA-2 are turbine-powered model airplanes weighing 77.3 to 100 pounds, with fuel,
ready to fly.
If the plane is an ARF the builder can complete the plane without being inspected. However,
if it is scratch-built or built from plans, the inspector has to verify the assembly process during
the building.
There are many rules the builder and owner must follow during the building and inspection.
These detailed rules can be obtained from the AMA website—www.modelaircraft.org.
The pilot who flies the aircraft during inspection must have at least five years experience flying large aircraft. The certification has to be performed by an LMA Inspector and be witnessed by a Contest Director.

Lonnie Morrison (LMA Inspector) and Steve Parola (CD) were contacted by a PVMAC member, Stephen Harris, the builder of a large-scale aircraft and performed the inspection at Prado
Field. After check flight, the owner had to fly the plane and do the required maneuvers to pass
the airworthiness of the plane.

Lonnie Morrison, LMA Inspector, Stephen Harris, owner and builder, and
Steve Parola CD.

Second flight to qualify for AMA air
worthiness

Super Huge Mugin pusher aircraft ARF
ready to fly after being weighed and inspected.
— Category LMA-2
— weight 116 pounds
— Wingspan 4450 mm
— DA 170 cc engine

Walk of Fame
In appreciation for out numerous donations to the AMA Scholarship fund, the
PVMAC was recently awarded a brick on the AMA Walk Of Fame.

Runway Work
The runway and the pits have been resurfaced and striped. A big thank you to Larry Marsh for giving up 12 hours of his
life to coordinate this effort.

A couple months ago, I started a three part series for the beginner about some of the
biggest RC events in the country. This is the third and final installment and includes 5
more events from across the country that is considered among the biggest RC events.
There are quite a few events that I simply could not include in this series, but we have
to draw the line somewhere. In total, I’ve looked at 15 wildly popular events, each one
worthy of making a trip or adding to your bucket list. I hope you have enjoyed reading
about these events as much as I have enjoyed writing them.

Florida Jets – Is a another world class
event put on by non other than Frank Tiano
and held each year over four days in March at
the Lakeland Linder Airport which has a
700x50’ blacktop runway and six pilot stations.
The event is usually attracts close to 200 pilots
and 20+ vendors, and 4000+ spectators each
year. Unlike his Top Gun Event, This event is
more of a fun fly and not a competition and
open to everyone who fly of the biggest, fastest, most detailed and most expensive turbines
and EDFs around. Though this event is not
exclusively for scale models, you will see plenty of Top Gun models being previewed
here as they prepare for the big May event. It is also not uncommon to see some
unique designs like the Aviation Designed Diamond ADJ-900 racing jet at Florida Jets
which seems to take design queues from Star wars and Battle Star Galactica.

NEAT FAIR (Northeast Electric Aircraft Technology)
Billed as the largest gathering of electric model aircraft, NEAT takes place over three
days in September in the Catskill mountains in lower NY state. Hosted by Peaceful
Valley RC Club, This is a fun fly and
typically close to 400 pilots. There are
6 flight stations on a beautiful grass
runway that is large enough for a full
size plane, with 3 flying Areas for 3D
Planes, Micros, And helicopters, with 6
flight lines each. The event features a
Swap shop, Food, Vendors, a foamy
warbird bash where they launch 50
plus airplanes as well as the nighttime
indoor Vapor Games, where folks pilot
the Parkzone Vapor through a set of
obstacles.

Castle West Coast Festival of Giants
This takes place at the castle airport in Atwater California over 4 days on Memorial
Day weekend. This was a Former IMAA West Coast Event and has been going on for
18 years, and although the IMAA is gone, the event lives on. The event is hosted by
Merced based Central California Model Flyers Club and is dubbed as the second largest event of its kind in the country, and attracts over 200 pilots who are flying giant
scale IMAA legal planes of all genres. and hundreds of spectators coming out to watch
the excitement. The event is open to anyone, but you must still adhere to the old
IMAA rules regarding legal aircraft. They also allow Turbines and Helicopters, as long
as they are scale and IMAA legal. The registration fee is only $35, and camping is allowed on the premises for $40, or $60 if you prefer the front line.
At only 4.5 hours away, this event is pretty close, relative to most of the other events
that were covered. If you happen to make it up there, be sure to check out Castle Air
Museum which is close by. It has a large outdoor display of military aircraft, including
some that you don’t normally see. Planes like the massive Avro Vulcan. B-36 Peacemaker, a Boeing B-47 Stratojet, as well as a B-29 and B-50 Super fortress.
(Note about IMAA) IMAA was a special interest group (SIG) for Giant Scale Aircraft,
and was operating for 34 years, until sadly in 2014, it was forced it to shut down for
good as a result of low membership rate and Increased operating costs. It had formed
a set of rules that governed IMAA events that IMAA Legal aircraft must have (80) inches for monoplanes and sixty (60) inches for multi-wing aircraft or be at least 1/4 scale
if the wingspan doesn’t meet the guidelines above.

Please remember to wear your badge and to
have a fire extinguisher in your pit. These
are both requirements to fly at either Prado
or Norton. Thank you for your cooperation.

A Nice shot of the Tarmac at Castle

The Southeastern Model Show or SMS
This event takes place at the Georgia National Fairgrounds in Perry Georgia in
March, and is America’s largest RC model swap meet. Featuring over 1000 tables
in multiple large county fair style buildings
with commercial and private vendors selling new and used gear. You can reserve
a table at the rate of $15 per table, and
the $10 entry fee is good for the entire
weekend.

Warbirds Over Delaware I
This s a four day flying event that takes place in July in Kirkwood Delaware at Lum’s Pond State Park
and is hosted by the Delaware RC Club. This year celebrates the 23rd annual event, and features
IMAA legal airplanes flying in a fun fly atmosphere. There are over a dozen vendors on site including
some large notables like Horizon Hobby, Balsa USA, and Hobby King. The Event attracts almost 250
pilots, and 4000 spectators. They also feature a unique combat event called electric mayhem, where
pilots willingly fly warbirds across the flight line, and people try to shoot it down with Paint ball guns,
BB Guns, water rockets and even a double barreled potato canon joined in the fray.

Photos from Warbirds Over
Delaware: I count 10 PT19s
in line (left), and I count
1272 spectators (right)

New End of Year Drawing
Your PVMAC newsletter, Flightine, is still in need of an editor. Tom Marcure, who is on the PVMAC
board has been filling in as Editor-in-chief and Tom Callahan has been doing the writing for the last
few months. The two Toms and The board realizes that this is a-lot of work for one person to put the
newsletter together and come up with interesting content every month. In fact it is a-lot of work
for two people to do. Especially when we each have demanding jobs, demanding families and we
like to fly occasionally too.
Everyone in our club wants a newsletter every month that is interesting, informative, educational, and
occasionally on-time. We also don't want to put the entire burden on one or two people, as this will
most likely lead to quick burn-out and is certainly not conducive to meeting the desired goals
of our newsletter. To that end, the board has agreed to "CALL IN AIR SUPPORT!" so to speak. We
are asking for volunteers to help out by contributing an article to the newsletter. And
for your efforts you will be entered into a drawing for a prize raffle at our December club meeting. For
each article you will receive a ticket to be entered into the drawing. And although you are welcome
and encouraged to contribute more than one article per month, you will only receive one ticket per
month. With your contributions, no one person has to be responsible for the content every month, we
can all share some of the responsibility, even if you can only do one article a year.
Articles can be about anything RC airplane related, helicopter related, or multi-rotor related and here
are just a few ideas that may spark your writing creativity. You can do a review of an ARF you
bought and flew, a new scratch build your working on, or new piece of equipment (charger, radio
etc.) you are now using. Perhaps you can share some wisdom on a particular skill or technique. Maybe you know someone in the RC industry and would like to interview them. Or you do a
write up of an RC event that you attended. The story of your plane crash can certainly result in
a good article, especially if you include the sequence of events leading up to the incident,
the investigation, lessons learned and preventative measure. And winning the raffle at the end of the
year can certainly help take some of the edge off your P.T.C.D. (Post Tremendous Crash Depression).
For those of you who regularly attend the monthly club meetings, you know that participants of the
show-and-tell each month get entered into a raffle for a chance to win either a $250 or $350 Visa gift
card at the end of the year. If you participate in that drawing, you may consider also doing a write-up
of the same subject for this drawing. This will give you yet another opportunity to win in the separate newsletter drawing.
The article submission drawing rules are as follows:
1) For each month that you submit one or more articles, you will be entered in the year end drawing.
2) You can only receive one entry per month.
3) Valid articles that are submitted, but not used in the newsletter will still receive one entry for the
month in which they were submitted.
4) Articles may not always be used in the month for which they were received.
5) In order to qualify for an entry, your article must be approved for publication by the editor. If your
article is not accepted, you will be notified why it was not accepted. Articles will generally only be
rejected due to content not in line with the spirit of the modeling hobby.
6) All decisions concerning article acceptance are final.
7) Five entries will be drawn at the December General Membership Meeting. Each winner will receive $100. You can only win one prize per year. If we have less than five entries for any drawing,
the additional prizes will not be awarded.

Now Hiring
The PVMAC is need of a new newsletter editor. If you have some free time
and love to write, we would love to
have you as our editor. Newsletters go
out around the first of each month.
The newsletter editor is provided with
a free membership for the duration of
their time as editor. Contact a board
member if you
are interested.

Membership Director’s Rant
Well that magical time of year will soon be upon us. Yes you guessed it— Membership Renewal
Time. We will start renewing as soon AMA starts sending out 2016 cards. When you renew this year,
please remember to send the following: 2016 Application, a paper copy of your 2016 AMA Card, and
of course the correct payment. For on time renewals that will be $80. For late renewals, that will be
$200. If the club has a booth at the AMA Expo this year, you will be able to renew at the $80 rate until
4:00 PM the last day of the show. If the club does not have a booth at the show you must renew on or
before December 31, 2015 to be on time and save yourself $200. Even though an AMA youth membership is good until 18 years of age, you must still include a paper copy of their AMA card. These
copies get attached to application for historical purposes. We do not keep a master file of AMA cards.
Thank you for your cooperation. -Tom Marcure

Club Meetings !

Don’t miss out...Come join the fun!
$285 cash is given away at each club meeting!
Meetings are held the second Tuesday
of each month at 7pm
Chino Community Building

This page intentionally left blank.

This page intentionally left blank.

