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The PVMAC Toys for Tots event was held this past Sunday at the Prado Airfield. Despite a foggy start to the day, many flyers turned out, the sun broke
through and everyone had a great time. Participants took part in many of the fun
contests including “Bowling”, “Limbo” and “Over, Under, Over” competitions. The
event also included a swap meet, a paintball gun range, great food, and the
Christmas music put everyone in the spirit of the holidays. Most importantly, approximately 165 toys were donated plus all proceeds raised from the event will go
to purchase even more toys! This is always a fun event, and this year was no exception. Much thanks to everyone who participated and to all those whose generous donations helped make the event possible.

Toys For Tots 2012

“Bowling”

Toys For Tots 2012

“Over and Under”

“Over and Under”

“Limbo”

Big Jolt 2012
The first weekend of November, PVMAC hosted the Annual “Big Jolt” Electric Fly-In at the Prado Airpark. One highlight of this years event was the Night
Fly event held on Friday evening. It’s always so fun to watch planes, all decked
out in lights, fly in the night sky and perform to music. A great time was had by
pilots and spectators alike. Here’s a few pics from the weekend:

Norton Notes by Paul Smith
YES, LIPO BATTERIES DO IGNITE FOR NO APPARENT REASON
Club member Larry Roughton was kind enough to share this experience that could
have cost him his house:
About a month ago, I decided to go fly my Habu-32 at Prado. I flew one flight
and she flew beautifully. After the flight, I disconnected all three batteries, (two 4000
mAh 14.8 V) for the motor, and a 2200 mAh 7.4 V for the receiver and servos. All
three packs had 4 or less total cycles on them. I removed the spent motor batteries
after the flight and replaced them with two fully charged ones for my next flight. I
did not fly again, so I packed up and left. I got home and set my Habu-32 in a bedroom like I always do. The batteries are stored in the plane and disconnected. I will
fast forward now about 3 hours later after I had left the house and returned. I was
in the kitchen, one room away when I smelled an acrid rubber burning smell. I ran
into the bedroom, and saw thick black smoke billowing up from my Habu. I grabbed
the plane and ran out of the house, setting off the smoke alarm on the way. I set
the burning plane on the grass and grabbed a screwdriver and pried off the canopy
hatch and pried out the batteries which were all three fully engulfed. I then grabbed
a fire extinguisher and put the fire out on the airplane which was also in flames. My
wife had just gotten out of the shower and heard the smoke alarm and came running and screaming for me. The bedroom looked like it was on fire, there was so
much smoke. She could not find me and thought I was a goner. I was behind the
garage fighting the airplane fire. Once the fire was out, I was able to calm her down
and convince her that the house was not on fire. The room still smells like smoke
after a months time and several cleanings.
The rebuild of the Habu-32 cost me about $350.00. All the expensive parts,
save for the receiver, survived. I maidened today after the rebuild and she flew better than ever.
For all you electric guys out there, please be careful where you store your
batteries. I know this is probably a freak accident, but I now know it can
happen. I have a new respect for lipos now and always will.
Sincerely,
Larry Roughton
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Pictured with his beautiful Great Planes Curtis P-6E is Dan Miller. He
is one of our most regular fliers at the Norton field these days and he flies
a variety of airplanes including electrics. Some folks would save a plane
like this for scale meets, but Dan has been flying it for about 4 years and
enjoys it like just another sport plane. He powers it with a 2.0 cu. in.
Zenoa.

2013 Membership Information
Memberships for 2013 are now available. Membership renewals are required to fly in the new year.
Membership dues will remain as they were last year
with new adult memberships at only $100, and renewals at just $80. Memberships forms and instructions
are on the PVMAC website. As in past years, registration processing will also be available at the PVMAC
booth at the AMA Convention.
Remember: Make sure you have your fire extinguisher
with you come January!

Club Meetings !
Don’t miss out...Come join the fun!
Meetings are held the second Tuesday of each month,
at the Chino Community Building
5443 "B" Street in Chino

PVMAC Upcoming Events


January 11- 13 - AMA Expo 2013
Ontario Convention Center

Focus On Safety
It has been discussed and decided by the current 2012 PVMAC Board of
Directors that in 2013 all PVMAC members flying at either Norton or Prado
will be required to have an A, B And C rated fire extinguisher in their pit
area. We will start policing this in January. This is something that many
other local flying fields have been doing for several years now. It is already in our rules package that the club highly recommends having one
with you.
Why the new Rule? We all need to do our part to protect our flying
fields. We are flying on leased land, and all it takes is one mishap for
them to decide not to renew our lease. We must do everything in our
power to keep our fields open. Fires have already claimed a couple of flying fields last year, and we don't want this to happen to our Club.
And if that unfortunate accident should occur, make sure to grab your extinguisher and run out to the crash site to ensure that it has not sparked a
fire. This is not the time to stand around and do a play-by-play, as there
will be plenty of time for this after the pieces have been gathered and the
risk of fire has been removed.
Home Depot sells an A, B And C Rated Recreational Fire Extinguisher for
$20, and I'm told that Cost-co might have a deal on 2 of them. You may
consider a Class D Fire extinguisher if your heavily invested in Lipo technology, however they are expensive. That being said, though the Class
A,B,C extinguisher would be ineffective at extinguishing a Lipo fire, it
would be effective at extinguishing any secondary fires that might occur
as a result of the lipo fire, such as adjacent dry grasses or the fuselage remains.
Class A Ordinary combustibles
Class B Flammable liquids & Gasses
Class C Electrical equipment
Class D Combustible metals
Class K
Cooking oil or fat

