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By Tom Callahan 

 

Some disappointing and regrettable news was publicized at the June Club meeting. It was an-
nounced that the Norton RC airfield, which for over 20 years was the PVMAC’s second flying field 
and today serves as the home flying field for over 75 of our members, will be closed on July 31st. 
2015. The PVMAC  has been notified by the SBIAA (San Bernardino International Airport Authority) 
that we must vacate the field after that date.  There has been tremendous efforts by the board to ne-
gotiate with the SBIAA to keep the field open, but they have not been successful.  We have been 
told that it has nothing to do with the FAA or the PVMAC’s Conduct at the field. The field, which has 
a paved runway that is 490 feet long and can support about 15 fliers in the pit area at a time, will be 
surely missed. 
 

The Norton Air Force Base, sitting on 2,165 acres of land in San Bernardino, began life in as a Mu-
nicipal Airport, under Army Air Corps jurisdiction. Shortly before the Pearl Harbor attack, the Army 
Air Corps began using it as a training station for over 30,000 pilots.  Right after the Pearl Harbor at-
tack, combat ready fighter planes arrived to protect the Los Angeles area and the airfield was re-
named San Bernardino Army Airfield.  During the war, the base served as a repair, maintenance, 

training and logistics depot and after the war, became a processing and separation center 
for discharged service men.   
 

In 1950, the base was renamed to Norton Air Force Base after Captain Leland Norton, A 
WWII A-20 Havoc Pilot and war hero who went down in his plane after he ordered his men 
to bail out.  The base served as a jet overhaul center as well as a missile logistics, mainte-
nance and support station until 1966, when the 63rd Military Airlift Wing moved in to provide 



supplies to ground troops world wide. 
 

The Norton Air force Base was placed on the DoD 
base closure list in 1989, and was finally closed in 
1994.  An RC flying field has existed there since the 
closure of the base and before the PVMAC moved 
in, however it was not long before the PVMAC rec-
ognized the value and began leasing the property 
through the SBIAA.  
 

Since the land was turned over to the SBIAA in the 
90’s, the SBIAA and the City of San Bernardino has 
aspired to develop the property into an commercial 
international airport that can compete with the nearby Ontario International Airport.   When a base 
like Norton is closed the federal government tries to offset the economic impact to the area by in-
vesting in various developments.  This provided the bulk of the funds used to develop the property 
into a truly world class facility.  In 2014 they completed the $23 Million International passenger termi-
nal complete with one jet way, a three story 40,000 square foot customs and office building.  This 

terminal sits next door to their domestic terminal 
which was which has 4 gates, ticketing kiosks, food 
court space and baggage handling system.  It’s on-
ly missing one thing, passengers.   
 

These development decisions were made before 
the 2008 recession and at a time when Ontario air-
port was expanding.  It seemed inevitable that 
there would be a demand for commercial airline 
service out of the San Bernardino airport.  Even 
though they have invested over $200 Million into 

the airport, the airport has failed to attract any commercial carriers and so both terminals sit dormant.  
So while the SBIAA continues to try and convince any carrier to setup shop in San Bernardino, they 
have shifted gears a bit and will now try to sell the airport as a cheaper alternative to Van Nuys Air-
port.    
 

Van Nuys Airport is one of the busiest general aviation airports in the world and averages 260,000 
takeoffs and landings annually, generates over 12,300 jobs and contributes $80 million annually in 
state and local tax revenue.  SBIAA had only 28,000 takeoffs and landings of mostly small private 
planes last year.  But Van Nuys Airport is expensive 
and crowded, costing nearly $25 per square foot to 
park an airplane there, where as at SBIIA, they are 
trying to attract businesses into their space at mas-
sively discounted $.65/sq foot.  SBIAA is hoping this 
severe cost difference is enough to lure businesses 
to park their jets there. SBIAA is nearing completion 
of 30 new large general aviation hangars as well as 
the San Bernardino county Sheriffs aviation division 
headquarters.   
  
I was told that a member that was in real estate 



 

knew of the property, and was instrumental in helping the PVMAC 
obtain the lease.  We owe a big thanks to the early club members 
who had the foresight and drive to secure the field for RC fly-
ing.  They arranged for all the physical improvements such as the 
runway and chain link fence.  One key booster along the way was 
Dave Arellano.  He was 
elected to the board and 
promptly recruited two 
more Nortonites to the 
board. He was the chief 
greeter and field marshal 
and brought his friends, 

the Goodwines, from their RC car hobby into the airplane 
arena.  Phil’s son Kyle became pre-eminent in RC compe-
tition and Phil, as usual, contributed way beyond his share 
in both physical and financial support at the field.  Paul 
Smith was one of those recruited board members and, 
when Dave became less active at the field, took over as the club 
representative to the airport.  He also took on the field mar- shal 
role and has served as the primary flight instructor.  
 

One can only conjecture that our field was somehow in the way of progress.  As to what plans the 
SBIAA has for the field, only time will tell.  One thing I do know is that we were lucky to have had the 
opportunity to fly there for as long as we did and we will miss it dearly.   
 

 

Beautify shot of Norton Airfield with SBIA in the background.  

Dave Arellano 

Paul Smith 



Lost and Found 
By Larry Marsh 

 
 

On Tuesday June 16th Richard Burman was flying his scratch built twin electric.  There was the usual 
Tuesday bunch at the filed.  Richard had been flying for about five minutes when he made a pass 
down the runway and started to make a right hand turn when his plane pitched to the right and fell 
out of the sky.  No other flyers saw his plane go down, we just knew there was a problem when we 
saw Richard walking into the field.  After about fifteen minutes we all still saw Richard walking in the 
field unable to find his plan.  Five other flyers walked into the field to help him look for it.  After about 
an hour and a half most of us gave up, Richard continued for another hour.  On Tuesday evening I 
called Richard to ask if he found his plane, he said no.  I told him I could bring my DJI Phantom Quad 
to the field on Thursday and try and look for it.  I found out that Richard had also spent another hour 
looking for it on Wednesday without success.  On Thursday Morning we set up the quad and off we 
went, after about five minutes flying at fifty feet over the field I saw something, dropped down and af-

ter all the walking had failed there it was.  I hovered the Quad above the crash and Richard went out 
to get it.  Broken but found.  Pictures show the crash from the Quad and Richard recovering the 
plane.  Another picture of the broken plane and the recovery vehicle (Quad) side by side.  The plane 
was in bad shape but all flying equipment, Battery, Receiver and such could be saved.  There have 
been many pros and cons regarding the use of quads, but if used in the right way they can be benefi-
cial. 

Membership Director’s Rant 
 

Well that magical time of year will soon be upon us. Yes you guessed it— Membership Renewal 
Time. We will start renewing as soon AMA starts sending out 2016 cards. When you renew this year, 
please remember to send the following: 2016 Application, a paper copy of your 2016 AMA Card, and 
of course the correct payment. For on time renewals that will be $80. For late renewals, that will be 
$200. If the club has a booth at the AMA Expo this year, you will be able to renew at the $80 rate until 
4:00 PM the last day of the show. If the club does not have a booth at the show you must renew on or 
before December 31, 2015 to be on time and save yourself $200. Even though an AMA youth mem-
bership is good until 18 years of age, you must still include a paper copy of their AMA card. These 
copies get attached to application for historical purposes. We do not keep a master file of AMA cards. 
Thank you for your cooperation. -Tom Marcure 







New End of  Year Drawing 

 

Your PVMAC newsletter, Flightine, is still in need of an editor.  Tom Marcure, who is on the PVMAC 
board has been filling in as Editor-in-chief and Tom Callahan has been doing the writing for the last 
few months.  The two Toms and The board realizes that this is a-lot of work for one person to put the 
newsletter together and come up with interesting content every month.  In fact it is a-lot of work 
for two people to do.  Especially when we each have demanding jobs, demanding families and we 
like to fly occasionally too.    
 

Everyone in our club wants a newsletter every month that is interesting, informative, educational, 
and occasionally on-time.  We also don't want to put the entire burden on one or two people, as this 
will most likely lead to quick burn-out and is certainly not conducive to meeting the desired goals 
of our newsletter.  To that end, the board has agreed to "CALL IN AIR SUPPORT!" so to 
speak.   We are asking for volunteers to help out by contributing an article to the newsletter.   And 
for your efforts you will be entered into a drawing for a prize raffle at our December club meet-
ing.  For each article you will receive a ticket to be entered into the drawing.  And although you are 
welcome and encouraged to contribute more than one article per month, you will only receive 
one ticket per month.  With your contributions, no one person has to be responsible for the content 
every month, we can all share some of the responsibility, even if you can only do one article a year.  
  

Articles can be about anything RC airplane related, helicopter related, or multi-rotor related and here 
are just a few ideas that may spark your writing creativity.   You can do a review of an ARF you 
bought and flew, a new scratch build your working on, or new piece of equipment (charger, radio 
etc.) you are now using. Perhaps you can share some wisdom on a particular skill or tech-
nique.  Maybe you know someone in the RC industry and would like to interview them.   Or you do a 
write up of an RC event that you attended.  The story of your plane crash can certainly result in 
a good article, especially if you include the sequence of events leading up to the incident, 
the investigation, lessons learned and preventative measure.  And winning the raffle at the end of 
the year can certainly help take some of the edge off your P.T.C.D. (Post Tremendous Crash De-
pression).   
For those of you who regularly attend the monthly club meetings, you know that participants of the 
show-and-tell each month get entered into a raffle for a chance to win either a $250 or $350 Visa gift 
card at the end of the year.   If you participate in that drawing, you may consider also doing a write-

up of the same subject for this drawing.  This will give you yet another opportunity to win in the sepa-
rate newsletter drawing.    
 

The article submission drawing rules are as follows: 
 

1) For each month that you submit one or more articles, you will be entered in the year end draw-
ing. 

2) You can only receive one entry per month. 
3) Valid articles that are submitted, but not used in the newsletter will still receive one entry for the 

month in which they were submitted. 
4) Articles may not always be used in the month for which they were received. 
5) In order to qualify for an entry, your article must be approved for publication by the editor. If your 

article is not accepted, you will be notified why it was not accepted. Articles will generally only be 
rejected due to content not in line with the spirit of the modeling hobby.  

6) All decisions concerning article acceptance are final. 
7) Five entries will be drawn at the December General Membership Meeting. Each winner will re-

ceive $100. You can only win one prize per year. If we have less than five entries for any draw-
ing, the additional prizes will not be awarded. 



  

If you would like to submit an article for the newsletter, you can email them to  
newsletter@PVMAC.com and both Toms will receive it and review it for the upcoming publication.   It 
is best to send a Microsoft Word document that has all of your photos included and formatted how 
you would like to see them.  However if you don’t have access to a word processing program that 
can produce these document, you can just send the email in text format and attach the photos and 
we will do our best to make it look good.  If you would like to have your article submitted for the up-
coming newsletter, it should be received by the end of the month or it will probably go into the follow-
ing months Newsletter.     Articles should have a title, should be at least be a couple of paragraphs 
long, and 1 or 2 photos are encouraged but not required. 

 

Now Hiring 

The PVMAC is need of a new newslet-

ter editor. If you have some free time 

and love to write, we would love to 

have you as our editor. Newsletters go 

out around the first of each month. 

The newsletter editor is provided with 

a free membership for the duration of 

their time as editor. Contact a board 

member if you are interested. 



 

Club Meetings ! 
  Don’t miss out...Come join the fun! 

 
$285 cash is given away at each club meeting! 

Meetings are held the second Tuesday  
of each month at 7pm   

Chino Community Building 




