Flightline

The Official Newsletter of the Pomona Valley Model Airplane Club
March 2012 Edition
An AMA Leader Club-AMA Charter 0142
The 2nd largest AMA Club in the United States

Bench Flying With Phil Goodwine
PVMAC President
At the time of writing
this newsletter article
my thoughts and
prayers go out to fellow PVMAC member
and friend to many Charlie Townsend.
Charlie’s son Shane passed away Sunday
3/4/12 at the young age of 35. Charlie had
written a note in his email to us that I
think he would like us all to read and remember. “PLEASE TELL ALL OF YOUR CHIL-

The members that helped out are greatly
appreciated and are listed below:

Richard Burman, John Burge, Wally Henry,
Tom Marcure, Kyle Goodwine, Lonnie Morrison, Chuck Pozanac, Rafael Vilegas, Ed
Vales, Jerry Ou, Larry Marsh, Nick Kearney,
Mike McLean, Steve Parola,, Jim Stout,
Robert Salerno, George Pollard, Kevin
McCorry, Tony Shneller, Roy Barringer,
DREN AND FAMILY THAT YOU LOVE THEM ALL Randy Mongenel, Scott Kearney, Tom CalTHE TIME, I WILL REGRET NOT TELLING SHANE lahan, Mike Keeshen, Mike King , Lynn ReiTHAT FOR THE REST OF MY LIFE.”
chel, Niko Mongenel, Bryan Linden, Troy
Young, Christine Young, Matt Robison,
The PVMAC had a field cleanup at Prado
Sean Canavan, Phil Goodwine.
Airpark on Saturday 2/25/12. We had a
reasonable membership turn out. I do ap- The 2012 Board of Directors has finalized
preciate the 33 members that came out to paperwork required by the Army Corp. of
work their butts off or contributed trash
Engineers. This is required for their field
bags to the cause. The reason I use the
inspection. Once we know when we will be
world “reasonable” is because once again having a field inspection by the ACoE and
this is only 6% of the membership doing
the San Bernardino County Parks Departthe work for 100% of the flyers that utilize ment we will post that information.
Prado Airpark for their fun and enjoyment.
(continued)

Benchflying continued

The Board of Directors has received one of
the quotes back to do maintenance on the
runway at Prado Airpark. We have requested that all of the quotes be broken
down into separate work. Quote #1 filling
all runway cracks with hot tar. Quote #2
resurfacing of entire blacktop area. Quote
#3 restriping pit area and runway after resurfacing. This way we can determine
what portion of the quotes we would like
to do. Once we get the remainder of our
quotes from different companies we will
discuss at a membership meeting and determine what we will be doing.

This month and the month of April we will
not have any PVMAC club events. Once we
get into the month of May your club will be
hosting the “Prado Airpark IMAC and Freestyle Challenge on May 25-27, 2012. If you
want to come on out and see some of the
best scale aerobatic pilots and freestyle pilots in the south west come on out and
watch. No charge for spectators.
Until next month, be safe, have fun flying,
enjoy your friends, enjoy your family.
Whatever you want to do, do it now. There
are only so many tomorrows.
Phil Goodwine / PVMAC President

Clean Up Time!

Chuck Pozanac conquered the
pepper tree!

Chuck Pozanac, Tom Marcure and Phil
Goodwine load up the trailer with debris.

Thanks to all who came out and helped!

Phil Goodwine and Jim Stout

A Bird’s Eye View
By Nick Kearney
This past Christmas, I received a GoPro Hero 2 Camera. My intention was to attach
it to a glider and use it for aerial photography. At the AMA Convention I purchased a
SZD-45 Ogar by Wingsmaker which I felt was perfect for the job. Late last month, I
maidened my glider with the GoPro attached and captured a birds’eye view of the
Prado field. The glider flew exceptionally well with the camera attached. It had sufficient power and was the perfect platform for what I had in mind. I got some great
video and pictures of the field. My future plans include flying this glider by FPV with
an installed altitude sensor. Here are some pictures from the flight.

Fun in the Sun
Unseasonably warm temperatures brought out the crowd to the PVMAC Prado Field
on Sunday March 4, 2012. A great day of flying was had by all.

Focus On Safety
By Tom Marcure

Two years ago we started holding IMAC events at Prado.
Before the first event we laid down two special pilot stations. One is east of the original five stations and one is
west. These stations were set up because during the
IMAC competition, there are always two pilots in the air.
The original stations are too close together to provide
the proper clearance between flight boxes. These two stations are intended only for the IMAC competition and are not to be used at any other
time. Both stations have been clearly marked so there should be no confusion concerning their use. There should never be more than five aircraft
in the air at any one time and all pilots need to be on one of the five
marked pilot stations. I know that everyone hates to follow so many rules,
but these rules are in place to protect our members and visitors to the
field. They also protect our field. Thank you for your continued cooperation and have fun flying.

PVMAC Upcoming Events


May 25-27, 2012 Prado Airpark Scale Aerobatics and Freestyle Challenge (West
Coast largest IMAC) Prado Airpark - Chino, CA.



June 23-24, 2012 Scale Squadron Fly In 95+ Pilots all flying scale planes Prado
Airpark - Chino



August 10-12, 2012 PVMAC Big Jolt Event (All Electric with Night Flying) Prado
Airpark - Chino



October 5-7, 2012 PVMAC Wings over Chino (All aircraft, mostly scale) Prado Airpark - Chino



December 2, 2012 (Sunday) PVMAC Toys for TOTS & Swap Meet Prado Airpark Chino

“Norton Notes”
By Paul Smith

John Reid (pictured on the right) of Model Airplane News takes advantage of our
great Norton field for a photo shoot. This airplane is the big new Hangar 9 P-47
“Hungry Hunter” that is featured on the cover of the May issue of MAN. They
needed some additional in flight photos to accompany John’s construction article in
the May magazine. Also pictured is Jason Benson.

Here is Dick Card with his
new 18 channel Futaba transmitter
and SUU-35 Flanker thrust vectoring foamy from Banana Hobbies.
This plane uses 12 of those 18
channels. We can always count on
Dick to have the latest and greatest from Banana. He also flies their
B-17, B-25, and other EDF jets.

Good News

More from Norton...

PVMAC is proud to
announce we have
once again been
selected to be a
member of the AMA
Gold Leader Club.
This marks the second year in a row we
had earned this
honor.

Photo: Fred Pierce and SE-5
Here is a shot of Fred Pierce and his beautiful big SE-5. It is a
Balsa USA kit with an 80 inch span and is powered by a relatively
small G-23 gas engine. This makes it a very realistic flyer but it
doesn’t keep Fred from doing aerobatics including smooth inverted flight.

PVMAC MEMBER EXPERIENCES LIPO CHARGING FIRE
By Paul Smith
Josef Kahmo has personal experience with the hazards associated with LiPo charging
that he is willing to share with the rest of us. Here are the details: He was charging a 3300
MA SKY LIPO on a marble topped coffee table in his den. This battery had no previous damage and he was using the same charger, a Sigma EQ, and setup he has used many
times before. There were other LiPos lying beside the charger waiting to be charged. Josef
had left the room and his wife became aware of the fire before the house smoke alarm went
off. She went to the room and saw flames coming from the table. She alerted Josef and
picked up a throw rug and threw it over the flaming items. The rug quickly caught fire and
she then grabbed a pillow from a sofa and pressed it onto the pile. Josef arrived and pulled
the power plug from the wall and picked up the table and carried it toward the French doors
that led to the patio. The doors were locked and that delayed him but he managed to throw
the whole flaming mess onto the patio. Back in the house the carpet had caught fire and was
burning against the wall. They managed to extinguish it with the use of water and a fire extinguisher. Josef credits the fireproof qualities of drywall with keeping the fire out of the
house structure. The battery charger and all the associated LiPos were reduced to charred
remains. He cannot say whether the charger or the LiPo actually started the fire but he
strongly recommends we all follow the safety advice that says don’t charge LiPos in the
house or in your car. He also highly recommends having a fire extinguisher handy.

