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The Official Newsletter of the Pomona Valley Model Airplane Club 

The End Of The Newsletter As We Currently Know It 
 
I took on the responsibility of creating the monthly newsletter after I last newsletter editor retired. I volunteered to do it on an interim 

basis until we could find a more permanent editor. Unfortunately we have not been able to find an editor and I have enough to keep 

me busy already with membership. The December Newsletter will be the last one I create. Starting January 2016,  another member 

will need to step up and take ownership of the newsletter or the club will not have one.  
 

October Meeting Recap 

 

Written by Tom Callahan 

 

September minutes were read By Larry Marsh 

 

Charlie Mitchel long time member and former board member, gave a farewell message to the club; he’s moving to Tex-
as. A cake was presented to him as his friends and the club wished him well 
 

 Chuck Pozanak spoke to some questions about some radio interference at the east corner of the field.  
 

There was a discussion about the FAA report on drones near misses, California leads with 196 reports. 
  https://www.faa.gov/news/updates/?newsId=83544 

 

Larry reported on the AMA and FAA’s  before you fly app. https://www.faa.gov/uas/b4ufly/ 
 

Chuck welcomed new member – Eric Erickson, he is an air traffic controller from Chino Airport.  He is a welcome edition 
to our club.  
 

Chuck reported that the club will be going to the AMA show.    
 

Lonnie Morrison spoke about the Classic Pattern , an AMA event, food will be provided at the event and the field will be 
closed. 
 

Show and tell for September was Lonnie, - a Christian Eagle by Great Planes 28% and Randy Wilbur– T-6 Center Wing 



Piece, Bulk Heads and Plane Body 

 

 

The 2015 membership year ended with 406 members. 
 

November begins the heaviest period  for weekend dog events which is  November through January.  We have a nice 
relationship with the Dog Clubs, and have we have never had any issues in the past and they donate lots of Toys for 
Tots, so please make sure they feel welcome.    
 

Board of directors nominations were opened and there was not an abundance of members looking to be nominated.  
Based upon the number of people turning out to nominate members for the board, everyone must be extremely satisfied 
with the way the club has been running.  
 

Chuck commented that you should always be nice to your fellow fliers.  If someone is being mean or nasty just ignore 
them.    
 

If your going to declare a mayday, do not land from north to south.  We had an incident where someone emergency 
landed on the runway, but pointed towards the pits.  The plane bounced over the fence, and hit a couple of other planes 
that were in the pits.    
 

Chuck talked about the USRA races at Rabbit dry lake where a few of our members volunteered and witnessed alcohol-
fueled 150cc-200cc powered , heavily modified airplanes compete in 5 classes for over $8000 in cash and prizes.  Four  
airplanes were destroyed at about $8000 a piece, two others are in bad shape, but all the volunteers had a good time.  
 

The fastest at the speed dash was 240 MPH with a 15 MPH head wind was more than quick enough for RC veteran and 
team Horizon Hobby pilot Peter Goldsmith to claim the $4000 prize.   
 

PVMAC Member Kyle Goodwine  is no stranger to competition and came in first in the USRA Unlimited. Congratulations 
Kyle and well done! 
 

Here are a some Unlimited class rule highlights: 
 

All entries must be a scale representation of a full size aircraft that qualified to race in the Unlimited Class during any 
year at the Reno National Championship Air Races or other scheduled Unlimited races such as the Phoenix 500.  
 

Minimum wingspan for single engine aircraft is 100” and 112” for twin engine aircraft. 
 

Minimum aircraft weight is 25 lbs. (dry).  Maximum aircraft weight is 55 lbs. (wet). 
 

Wing and tail group airfoils suitable for model aircraft may be used. Wing and tail group planforms should follow scale 
planform, chord, area, etc., of the full size subject when scaled and/or as specified in the USRA Aircraft Specification 
Sheets. 
 

Engines must be neatly cowled where possible with no more than 50% of the cylinder head length projecting outside the 
cowl. 
 

All aircraft must use scale-like retractable or fixed main landing gear as appropriate to the aircraft modeled. 
 

Aircraft must be propeller driven with piston or rotary engines. 
 

Exhaust system components (headers, mufflers, tuned pipes, etc.) may not protrude from the airframe more than 30% of 
their total length. 
 

Pattern Contest 
 

The Pattern Contest on Saturday September ,26th  had  only 14 pilots, but everyone behaved and had a good time.  
Hopefully we can get a better turn out next year, and we can only speculate why the numbers are so low.   Sundays 
Classic pattern Contest was a bust due to weather, though right after it was canceled, the weather cleared up and the 
wind calmed down, and the few that remained had a good day of flying.   



 

 

You can watch Kyle’s winning run here.    

  

https://youtu.be/SOuqdRjTlMA 

Big Jolt is on October 23rd through the 25th. 
  
Friday Night is the Night Flying .  
Saturday Night is the Taco Man 

And of course a bunch of Flying .  Friday through Sunday. 
 

Membership 

 

Tom Marcure has been impressed by everyone who has been sending in the proper documentation for membership re-
newals, which is already at over 70 members for 2016. 
 

George Pollard Brought in a Saito Fg120,  Great planes Ultra-sport 1000  80” wingspan, weighs 14 lbs. has a symmet-
rical airfoil, and the wing is modeled after the Kaos and was stick built.    

 

Oscar Furlong brought in the Horizon Hobby B-17. He reports that it 
doesn’t handle much wind and recommends a larger 500mah battery, to 
balance.   All Motors turn and the tail wheel is not steerable.  4 channel 
radio is required.  Price is $83 dollars after shipping with the AMA promo-
tion.   Oscar recommends the product . 
 

Oscar also won the 50/50 raffleK..againK$71 

 

Members Drawing – 10 lucky winners, Nate won the $75. 

After it landed. The heat cause adjacent material to ig-

nite. One of the cylinders was blown off in flight. 

Membership Directors Rant 
 

Thank you to everyone who has turned in a complete application along 
with a paper copy of your AMA membership. Out of 107 applications this 
year, I have only returned two applications. The copy of your AMA mem-
bership is attached to the application for historical purposes. If ever we 
have to look back at an application, everything is right there and there is 
no doubt. 



Why I Wasn’t Flying At Any PVMAC Events, And Why I Was Wrong! 
Written by Tom Callahan 

  
I have a confession to make.  I have been a member of the PVMAC for the last 7 years, and up until this year 

had never flown at an event.  It always looked like great fun, and I always wanted to.  I would always shown up at most 
events to admire the planes, pilots flying skills and of course take some photos. But the truth is, I had never flown be-
cause I had always been afraid to fly at any flying event.  So this year I finally made the plunge and decided change all 
that, I decided to put my apprehensions aside and fly in both the Wings Over Chino and the Big Jolt.    

 

My concerns primarily stemmed from being intimidated by the some of the superb veteran pilots and the amaz-
ing and expensive airplanes many fly.  What could I offer at these events, especially when my airplanes, most of them 
being ARF’s, cost a mere fraction of what some folks bring to these events.  Some of their custom landing gears cost 
more than my nicer planes. Further, I’m probably not half the pilot of most of the veteran pilots I admire.  You probably 
know one or two of these hot-shot pilots yourself; the guys who are comfortable flying at 120+mph just two feet off the 
deckKinverted, or the 3D guy who can easily do a one roll after another, two dozen or more without loosing any altitude 
and while they are doing a loop; I’m not even sure what that’s called. 

 

As a spectator, its only natural that the hot-shot pilot with the incredibly detailed warbird tends to be your focus.  
And because your so focused on these pilots, its difficult to notice that there are plenty of other pilots that are just like 
me. In fact, there are pilots of all skill levels who are really enjoying themselves at these events, flying aircraft at every 
price level, and sharing in the experience.  Even the guy flying the all composite EDF running on 12S batteries pushing 
160 amps, probably has a Horizon Hobby Habu that he enjoys flying at the event just as much.  Before my first event, I 
was very self conscious about bringing my fine collection of ARFs to Wings Over Prado this year, but after the event I 
realized that the event was not a contest or show, but a Fun Fly where people are less concerned with what your flying, 
and everyone is just glad your there to join in on the fun. 

 

The other part of my fear stemmed from the fear crashing an airplane at an event, or worse of making a mistake 
and causing an accident, especially to one of those expensive flying museum quality airplanes. I can imagine feeling all 
eyes on you, there to witness your blunder, and watch as you do the walk of shame to pick up your pieces from the field.  
Its an unfortunate part of the hobby that everyone is well aware of when they take to the air. 

 

Crashing is part of flying, Its happened to everyoneK.If your flying, on a rare occasion, your crashing.  And 
crashing at an event is really no different.   It took a bit to internalize this.  At the events I witnessed several pilots wreck 
their airplanes, and nothing bad happened, and no one laughed at them, nor were they shunned never to return to an 
event.  They picked up the pieces, answered a few questions about what might have occurred, and moved on to flying 
the next plane.   It certainly added to the excitement of the event, and for those that saw the accident it made for some 
good conversation throughout the day.  It’s really no different crashing at an event than crashing is on any other normal 
flying day. 
  

 One thing I realized after flying at the first event this year is that flying at an event is probably safer and I’m at 
less risk of a mid-air than I usually am flying on a typical Saturday.  First and foremost, almost everyone is on his or her 
best flying behavior.  We usually have an Air Boss running all flight operations, an announcer (which at times can be dis-
tracting but you get used to it), the pit boss making sure the folks are taxiing onto the runway in between landings, A 
Safety Officer and of course the contest director (CD).  With all those people making sure things run smoothly and safely, 
everyone follows the rules as best they can.  Also, everyone is required to have a spotter, looking out for the other air-
planes, and making sure to help you avoid costly collisions.  The spotter signals their takeoff and landing intentions, 
which no one is allowed to do without the Air Boss’s consent.  Finally, most people seem to fly the pattern, and very few 
try to hover over the runway, do harrier roles in the middle of the flight pattern, or practice their IMAC routine while your 
trying to fly the pattern.   That’s not to say that those things don’t happen, but those usually occur when its slower at the 
flight line.  I use my best judgment, and fly when I’m comfortable and ready.  If I see that it looks like someone wants to 
do a “show”, then I sit back and enjoy it, knowing there will be plenty of opportunities to fly afterwards 

 

 After having two events under my belt, most of my fears have dissipated,  and I think most everyone should give 
our Fun Fly events a shot.  There’s always going to be a better more skilled pilot, with a bigger and better plane or a nic-
er looking plane that costs more money than yoursK. But you cannot be intimidated by these things, its just not the point 
of these events. The purpose of the fun fly is to get together, make new friends, enjoy some good times with old friends 
and share your passion and love for flying what ever it is that makes you happy, and of course have some FUN!  



2016 Toys For Tots  Fun Fly And Swap Meet. 
Written by Tom Callahan 

 

The 17th annual Toys for Tots Fun Fly and Swap Meet Event is coming up quickly, on December 6th.  If you are like me 
and have never flown at an event before, this is a great opportunity to get your feet wet and see what its like, while at 
the same time helping out a worth while charity.   This is an extremely fun, relaxed and social event,  where most folks 
bring their fun and easy to fly airplanes.  This event is how I got started as nervous as I was, this event made me feel 
at ease, and get more comfortable with the idea of event flying.    
 

To join in on the fun, the entry fee is only $25.00 or you can donate a Brand New Unwrapped Toy with a value of 
$20.00 or more. Food & Refreshments served all day and of course a swap meet which starts at 7am.  There will be a 
pancake and sausage breakfast being served starting at 7:30am as well. 
    
All Donations & Proceeds will go to benefit our USA Military Families through the San Bernardino Children’s Fund. 
 

The Fun-fly event check in is at 9AM Rain or Shine. 
 

In addition to open flying, this particular event always has some unique and fun event contest.   Some favorites from 
the past may make be included,  such as the table landing competition, the Limbo and the Nerves of steel contest, and 
RC airplane Bowling, which is always a crowd favorite. 
 

Please come out and support the Toys for Tots. We need your help to make this Christmas the best for these kids and 
all were asking for is a toy.  Flying airplanes is an expensive hobby, and many of us spend hundreds and more a year 
on it. So there should not be any excuse to come out and support this event by donating a $20 toy.  Even if your not 
planning on flying,  bring a toy, enjoy the company of friends and watch the action.  
 

The same $25 or $20 toy donation is required if you wish to sell at the swap meet. 
 

An early thank you to Cal Orr who will who will be donating the $125 he won at the Big Jolt night fly to the Toys for 
Tots fund. An overdue thank you to Kyle Goodwine who did the same thing last year. 
 

We are not sure why Steve is wearing a UPS hat in this 

picture, but then again they are the largest airline in the 

world. 



2015 Big Jolt Wrap-Up 

 

Written by Randy Wilbur 

 

  
 

Big Jolt 2015 was another fun event held at the PVMAC field.  Our attendance numbers were down, due to other events 
in the area, but the excitement level was high.  The twenty-eight flyers that showed up flew in great weather and had a 
terrific time.  Flying began on Friday morning and didn’t stop until Sunday afternoon.  The winds were calm all weekend 
and the days were warm.    
 

The signs on the street brought in large crowds that were thrilled to find us.  Most of them had no idea that the field was 
there.  We signed up several new members and have scheduled a couple of other father son teams for flight training.  
This is the other side of putting on events.  The public needs to be made aware of our incredibly exciting hobby and we 
need to expand our numbers to stay alive.   
 

The Saturday evening banquet saw flyers and spectators come together for an evening of fun conversation and great 
tacos.  The Taco Man provided a delicious array of hand made tacos and all the trimmings.   After the meal we all went 
back over the flying field and watched Cal Orr fly his night flyer around. 
 

We had five venders at the field. Hobby People, Banana Hobbies, EMS, E-Power, Hobby Club USA and two others who 
were sponsors.  Progressive RC and True Turn Spinners.  We thank all these companies for their continued backing of 
our club and events.  Without their help our events would not be as successful as they have been. 
 

I would like to thank the board and those members that volunteered to help work the event.  Without all their hard work 
the Big Jolt would not have been the relaxed and enjoyable event that it was.  Our field is the premier flying site of South-
ern California and those flyers that consistently drive long distances to fly with us remind us of just that.  Let’s keep that 
in mind while we enjoy the field. 

 

Best In Show 

Written by Tom Callahan 
 

The PVMAC just wrapped up one of its signature events, 6th annual The 2015 BIG JOLT, which was held on Oc-
tober 23rd through the 25th.  And although attendance was down this year, that didn’t stop anyone from having a great 
time, doing what they love to do, fly airplanesK. and dog houses. 

 

 



 Yes, you read it right dog houses.   Otto Dieffen-
back from San Diego who has has been featured on nu-
merous news cast, countless blogs, and featured at the 
San Diego Comic-Con,  brought several of his unusual 
creations to fly at  our 2015 Big Jolt. The creations he 
brought include a realistic Witch on a broom,  an amaz-
ing Flying Superman and a couple of micro-scale classic 
pattern planes that really moved.  But the pinnacle of his 
creations has to be his flying portrayal of Snoopy, who is 
depicted in his most memorable role, the WWI Flying 
Ace, patrolling the skies with his Sopwith Camel house.   
Snoopy’s articulated head scans the sky as the quad-

rotor hidden inside the dog house propels the dog house 
through the air with ease. Otto makes it look all to easy, 
but I’m sure it takes a great deal of practice.    
The creation was made primarily 6mm depron  which 
formed the house, and a large block of Polystyrene foam 

that was hand carved to form the head.   It  was powered by 4 Cobra C-2213/ 12 motors, 4x40 amp ESC’s a hobby King 
KK Controller board, and two 3s 2200mah batteries.  

 
 If you had a chance to watch snoopy fly, you would have observed the unique way that it takes off and lands, 
which is like a quad. The dog house’s back side is sitting on the ground, snoopy is facing straight up in the air looking 
like he’s ready to take a ride on a dog house rocket ship. Otto Hovers the house in this position, a few feet from the 
ground, and then transitions the dog house into an upright position and into forward flight.   Here is Otto speaking about 

flying this creationKThis excerpt  was taken from Otto’s RC Groups Build 
Blog 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

I spoke to several folks and a few kids and everyone 
agreed that the “Snoopy dog house” was their favorite. You can read about how to build your own flying snoopy in the 
2015 December issue of Model Aviation, where this will be featured or go to RCGroups.com and read his complete and 
thorough build log.    

http://www.rcgroups.com/forums/showthread.php?
t=2532012&highlight=snoopyhere.    
 

You can see more of Otto’s creations at http://www.flyguypromotions.com 

 

 

 

 

“I have about 80 Doghouse flights to date. I find 
that the House rugged, is relatively easy to hover 
and fly. Get 4-5 hover only flights first before mov-
ing to horizontal flight. Get comfortable moving 
left/right, forward/back, up/down and rotating. 
Rotating to forward flight is easy. I slightly increase 
the throttle and pitch the House forward. After 
about 3-5 seconds I come off the throttle to about 
30% which should be a good cruise setting. Fly 
the house at about 10-15 degrees nose up and 
control altitude with throttle. Turns are executed 
with the rudders and some minor leveling using 
the ailerons. Keep your speed up in the turns or it 



October 2015 Patten Contest Results 

 

 

 

Please remember to wear your badge and to 

have a fire extinguisher in your pit. These 

are both requirements to fly at either Prado 

or Norton. Thank you for your cooperation. 



 

Board of Directors Election 
 

We will be holding our annual Board of Directors elections at the December General Membership Meeting on December 
8, 2015. Pizza and soda will be provided. Since all members but one are up for re-election and the new one is replacing 
Roy Barringer, it shouldn’t take to much brain power to decide who to vote for. Please plan to attend in order that we 
may have a quorum. We need at least forty six members for a quorum. 
 

The current board would like to give a big thank you to Roy Barringer for his many years of service.  
 

 

 

 

The following members were nominated at the October General Meeting. 

Steve Parola Jim Stout Tom Marcure 
Membership 

Chuck Pozanac 
President and CEO 

Larry Marsh 
Vice President 

Steve Gamble Ted Novak 

Mike Keys George Pollard 



Photos From Big Jolt 2015 



 

Club Meetings ! 
  Don’t miss out...Come join the fun! 

 
$285 cash is given away at each club meeting! 

Meetings are held the second Tuesday  
of each month at 7pm   

Chino Community Building 




